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Finally: A Home Of Their Own

Lucy Ali, 62, and her two adopied sons,
Faul and Kuran, both 12, have nal had a
place to call home since a local contractor
tock 372,000 to expand and flx-up ihair
home in South Ozoene Park = then filed [or
bankruptcy.

The coniractor was in themiddle of
wiork requived on the home at 118-76
128eh Streat when his business want busi,
Al sabd, The house was lelt in such a bad
state of despair that the family couldn®
live thare, she said.

Laft homeless, Al and the boys meved
frem one hotel to another, stayed with
ralatives, in shalters and, for a short time
they lived in a construction trailer the
coniractor leli behind.

Ali centinued to pay the 31,400 mort-
gage an the house, while saving vp to
moe inlo a apariment. The family finally
“settled” in a Queens Village apariment
whare &l paid £750 a month, hoping to
someday lind & way back “home”,

Then a knock came to their door on
Aug. 17. Producers ol the ARC-TV show
“Extreme Makeover: Home Editbon”™. were
on the other side of the door 1o tell Al
her application had heen approved, and
help was on ihe way.

All and the boys were whisked away
lor a week-lang vacation. as crews from
Allure Construction worked, with ihe
show's producers to pick up the precor
af the families life,

Producers said, re-
pairs like those needed
on Ali's home normally
take at least four memnhs
to complete, bul the
craws completed the job
in seven davs - a small
miracle carried-out by
hundreds of workers
who rebuilt the entire
four bedroom home,
raam-biy-room.

Froducers =zaid the
conlracior has started to
remove siding from out-
side the house, and left
it “halt done”™. Weeds
and bushes had crawled
up onto the delapidated
front porch, and por
tlons af the home's In
tarlor ware gutted and
abandoned. they sakd.

Carl Hyman, CEQ of
Allure Construciion,
sald crews were making
changes fo plans
thraughaut the jolb.

“I"'m mot sure how we
did it in sueh a short
fime, " Hyman said.

Dazens of people
lired the sireet leading fo the house on Aug,
24, walching crews complete sat-minute

datails. and wailing lor
i Ali anad the boys o come
hcara.

A limousirg pulled up
o o the home atb about 3
p.om.. and an anxicus
Lucy Al emerged with
Peul and Buran io see
their “new home®. Their
view was blocked by a
production bus that was
parkaed cutside tha hamae,
But when the driver re-
cariviid thie bais engime and
o pulled sway. Ali and the

J bovs jumped, and
hugged sach olher, then
danced in excitement at
the site of their home.

Hyman estimated the

Curbing The Problem

Bayslde residents are complaining
about the absence of the sewtheast cor-
ner of the curb in frond of the bus shelter
lncated on Springheld Blvd. and Horace
Harding Bled

"The curl is broken and large pieces
of curh are missing, making it dangerais
to get on af off the bus,” sald long-time
area residant Julis Decicea. It is broken
rhght in front of uwere the bus slaps. Also,
the concrete sidewalk |5 caving in about
three 1o four inches deep and several
vards wida.®

Initlal response o complainls re-
sgmbled an amempt 1o heal o gaping
wound with a Band Aid, according to
Decicoo.

*tfter | first reported the incident to
Counciliman Avella in late July, two or-
ange cones were placed on the caved-in
sidewalk,” she said. “Then, within the

pact fwe weeks, they peured same tar an
the curl, filling the 12-inch-deep spot,
bt 1ot was where their efforts stopped .*

Avells indicated his invalvament with
the problem by writing to her, Deciceo
said,

*Cauncilman Avella tent me a copy of
twio letters that he had sent cul aboul the
present problem,” she said. “He sent
letters ta the Depariment of Enviren-
mental Frotection and the CQueens Bor-

Department of Transportation in
Lang lsland City "

Dresplte recent actions by Avella and
the DOT, this "extremely dongerous shiu-
ation™ has been present “far maonths,”
according to Deciceo.

“It Is even more dangerous after dork,
nat only for senlor eltizens, but far young
people and teenagers as well,” she added,
"This bus stop should be replaced ASAP."

value of the home at abaut S4040, 000, With
furnishings and applizances, the house s
wearth about $650,000 “and up™. Hyman
sald. “It coubd go up to $1 millien he
eslimatad.

Producars of Extreme Makeover said
they screen applications and generally
chocse families who have "made if
through some hard times®. Al's applica-
tion was approved “almosi instantly”,
based on her situtation, and bacause she
has affered a “wonderiul life” to the twe
boys. Both boys are former [oster children
wha ware barn addicted to drugs and are
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A new home built for the Ali family by ABC's “Extreme Makeower®,

struggling with relative developmenial prob-
|zms.,

You can withess iransformation of the
home, and enjoy the family's response
whaen a segment of “Extreme Makeowvar™
showing the rencvations is aired on ABC
TV in Novembaer

As Tor Al when the Press caught up
with her at the house and asked how she
feli, she broke inte tears

“It"s too wondarful®, she said. " never
believed this day would come™,
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Hove you ever submitied this compiaind 1o an agency or public official in the past?

M yes, pleass list which agencies or public officials you have dealt with and when.
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Complaint: (incleding location or any othar applicable infarmation)
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(attach any additional information or photos to this form)
Mal! this form to: TRIB ACTION DESK, cfo GQueens Tribune,
174-15 Horace Harding Expressway Fresh Meadows, NY 1138
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